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HARRISON BIRTWISTLE (1934-)
LIBRETTO BY DAVID HARSENT

This world premiere of a gripping new work by
composer Harrison Birtwistle and librettist David
Harsent, commissioned by The Royal Opera, brings
the monstrous, Greek mythological character to the
stage. The Minotaur, part man, part beast, trapped

in his labyrinth, longs to discover his true identity and
his own voice. Theseus, sent as part of a debt sacrifice
to the monster, is determined to kill him; he attracts

the attention of Ariadne, half-sister and keeper of The
Minotaur, and it is her help that ensures his success.
Captured here in High Definition video and surround
sound, the cast, led by a sublime John Tomlinson as the
Minotaur, rise to great heights under the direction of
Antonio Pappane,whose navigation of the monumental
musical landscapes carries an intense authority.

Sung in English with English, French, German,
Spanish and ltalian subtitles.
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THE MINOTAUR John Tomlinson
THESEUS Johan Reuter

ARIADME Christine Rice

SNAKE PRIESTESS Andrew Watts
HIEREUS Philip Langridge

The Royal Opera Chorus
The Orchestra of the Royal Opera House

CONDUCTOR Anlonio Pappano

STAGE DIRECTOR Stephen Langridge

SET & COSTUME DESIGNER Alison Chitty
LIGHTING DESIGNER Paul Pyanl
CHOREOGRAPHER Philippe Giraudeau
CHORUS DIRECTOR & SECOND CONDUCTOR
Renato Balsadonna

VIDEO DESIGNS Leo Warner and

Mark Grimmer for Fifty Nine Productions

EXTRA FEATURES

lllustrated synopsis
Cast gallery

Documentary:

Myth is Universal

WARNING: COMTAINS SCENES OF
VIOLENCE AMD OF A SEXUAL NATURE
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This NTSC DVD set is designed for worldwide playback. In PAL regions, plasse ensure your
DVD player and TV are NTSC compatible, If in doubt, consult your dealar.

Recorded in High Definiti

d mastered for OV i aound.

1% DVD 9 doubde layer disc (the feature may experience a slight pausse upon layer clwngol 1xDVDSE,

All rights of the producer and th of the work reserved. Any

copying, editing, exhibition, renting, exchanging, hiring, lending, public perrormmu diffusion
andior broadeast of this DVD set or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and any such action
establishes liability for a civil action and may give rise 1o criminal prosecation. This DVD sot

ks soldMired on the condition that it is not to be exported, re-supplied or distributed without
proper licence from Opus Arte. Made in the UK.
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HARRISON BIRTWISTLE

STAGE DIRECTOR
STEPHEN LANGRIDGE

CONDUCTOR
ANTONIO PAPPANO
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