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JULIUS CAESAR
The first in a trilogy of Shakespeare’s plays produced by The Donmar Warehouse set 

in a women’s prison, this production was inspired by a shared creative process between prisoners, 
actors and the production team in association with the theatre company 
Clean Break and the York St John University Prison Partnership Project. 

Deeming the play ‘highly suitable’ for their obsessions with freedom and justice, 
a research group of women prisoners recognised Julius Caesar as a familiar character within  

the prison estate, someone whose power had become dangerous, who held the populace in his thrall,  
a charismatic and dangerous leader. They also knew Brutus, a prisoner whom other prisoners  
looked up to for leadership and moral guidance. They knew Cassius, a firebrand, a galvanising 

figure. They understood the frustration of Calpurnia and Portia, women struggling despite their 
position and intellect to convince their husbands to either confide in or listen to them. They saw 

the soothsayer as some fragile creature in their midst, possibly an addict, with both mental health 
problems and special insights. Above all, the prisoners understood the metaphor of Rome as a prison 

and identified with the catastrophic consequences of an act of murder.

CAST
Mark Antony JADE ANOUKA
Lucius SHEILA ATIM
Julius Caesar JACKIE CLUNE
Cinna the Poet SHILOH COKE
Casca KAREN DUNBAR
Portia / Octavius Caesar CLARE DUNNE
Soothsayer LEAH HARVEY
Calpurnia / Metellus Cimber ZAINAB HASAN
Trebonius JENNIFER JOSEPH
Cassius MARTINA LAIRD
Dog / Cinna CAROLINA VALDÉS
Brutus HARRIET WALTER
Guards SARAH-JANE DENT,  
RHIANNON HARPER-RAFFERTY,  LIV SPENCER

Director for stage and screen PHYLLIDA LLOYD
Designer BUNNY CHRISTIE
Lighting Designer JAMES FARNCOMBE
Sound Designer TOM GIBBONS
Composer GARY YERSHON
Creative Associate HARRIET WALTER
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JULIUS CAESAR
Power, betrayal, justice. Phyllida Lloyd directs a  
cast including Harriet Walter in Shakespeare’s  
great political drama. Part of the Donmar Warehouse’s  
all-female Shakespeare Trilogy.
 
Set in the present-day in the world of a women’s 
prison, Julius Caesar could not be more timely as it 
depicts the catastrophic consequences of a political 
leader’s extension of his powers beyond the remit  
of the constitution. As Brutus (Harriet Walter) wrestles 
with his moral conscience over the assassination 
of Julius Caesar (Jackie Clune), Mark Antony (Jade 
Anouka) manipulates the crowd through his subtle 
and incendiary rhetoric to frenzied mob violence. 
There follows the descent of the country into factions 
and the outbreak of civil war.

The Donmar Shakespeare Trilogy began in 2012 with 
an all-female production of Julius Caesar led by Dame 
Harriet Walter. Set in a women’s prison, the production 
asked the question, “Who owns Shakespeare?”  
Two further productions followed: Henry IV in 2014 
and The Tempest in 2016, all featuring a diverse 
company of women. The Trilogy enthralled theatre 
audiences in London and New York and was shared 
with women and girls in prisons and schools across 
the UK. The film versions were shot live in a specially 
built temporary theatre in King’s Cross in 2016,  
and now offer screen audiences unique access  
to these ground-breaking productions
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