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This NTSC DVD is designed for worldwide playback. In PAL regions, please ensure your DVD player and 
TV are NTSC compatible. If in doubt, consult your dealer.
Recorded and mastered for DVD in stereo and Surround Sound.
DVD-9 double-layer discs (the feature may experience a slight pause upon layer change).
All rights of the producer and the owner of the work reproduced reserved. Any unauthorised copying, 
editing, exhibition, renting, exchanging, hiring, lending, public performance diffusion and/or broadcast 
of this DVD or any part hereof is strictly prohibited, and any such action establishes liability for a civil 
action and may give rise to criminal prosecution. This DVD is sold/hired on the condition that it is not 
exported, resupplied or distributed without proper licence from Opus Arte. Made in Poland.
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EXTRA FEATURES

CONDUCTOR PETER WALLS 
DIRECTORS THOMAS DE MALLET BURGESS AND JACQUELINE COATS

EMMA PEARSON  |  AMITAI PATI  |  SARAH CASTLE  |  PAUL WHELAN  
STEPHEN DIAZ  |  CHELSEA DOLMAN  |  SASHE ANGELOVSKI 

HANDEL

S E M E L E

‘A remarkable 
production... a brilliant 
theatrical phenomenon, 
surprising, amusing and 

utterly engrossing’  
(Opera Magazine)

‘A triumph 
creating a stunning 

interpretation of 
one of the great 
Handel operas’  
(NZ Arts Review)

‘…not to be missed…’  
(New Zealand Herald)

HANDEL

S E M E L E

Witness The Wedding of the Year, filmed at the Holy Trinity 
Cathedral in Auckland, New Zealand. Handel’s Baroque 
masterpiece Semele is an exciting mix of opera and 
oratorio. Unlike his much more famous Messiah, this work 
scandalised audiences when first performed at the Theatre 
Royal, Covent Garden, London in 1774. 

Drawn from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, the sensual story 
explores a love triangle between Jupiter, King of the 
Gods, his wife, the goddess Juno, and his lover, the mortal 
princess Semele…

NEW ZEALAND OPERA
GENERAL DIRECTOR  
THOMAS DE MALLET BURGESS

CAST 
SEMELE EMMA PEARSON
JUPITER/APOLLO AMITAI PATI
JUNO/INO SARAH CASTLE
CADMUS/SOMNUS PAUL WHELAN
ATHAMAS STEPHEN DIAZ
IRIS CHELSEA DOLMAN
PRIEST SASHE ANGELOVSKI

NEW ZEALAND OPERA CHORUS
HOLY TRINITY CATHEDRAL CHOIR
CHORUS MASTER ANDREW CROOKS

NEW ZEALAND OPERA BAROQUE  
ORCHESTRA
CONDUCTOR PETER WALLS 
CONCERT MASTER PETER CLARK

DIRECTED BY THOMAS DE MALLET BURGESS 
AND JACQUELINE COATS
DESIGNED BY TRACY GRANT LORD
LIGHTING DESIGNED BY JO KILGOUR

DIRECTED FOR THE SCREEN BY	
REBECCA TANSLEY
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